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reserve. Throughout the next day we were able
to follow the operations from the room in the
turret. The enemy launched a desperate offensive,
and, for the space of a few hours, was successful in
cutting off the only road that connected us with
Madrid. Our Captain alone had a revolver.
Grimly the boys were saying : "If they now break
through, the Moors will catch us alive after all! "
From the North another air-attack was reported.

At that moment the sergeants came to announce
that our political delegate would address us on the
meaning of militarization in the large hall down-
stairs. Five minutes later we had forgotten all
about the Moors and the aeroplanes over our heads.
Discussion raged with passionate intensity. There
were farm hands who could not understand the
difference between a capitalist and a democratic
discipline. They were saying, " We were soldiers
under the King, and if we now fight as volunteers,
it is so that our children should never become
soldiers." And others declared : " They can order
us a dozen times if they like ; we shall still refuse
to shoot our comrades for some piece of stupidity or
other."

The objections of the Anarchists were deeper and
more fundamental. As one of them put it: " We
are the people in arms, the fighters of the revolution,,
and we refuse to be degraded to the level of troops